THEADVOCATE 


&c. 





Vul. 5 Amelia County, Va.3 June, 1838. No. 2 


a 








{ ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 


“There was silence in the heaven about half an hour.” 


‘This remarkable passage is contained in Rev. viii. 1. It has 
‘yen the subject of much perplexity to the interpreters of this 
yok; none of whom, as far as we have been abie tolearn, has 
yit given 2 consistent and satisfactory explanation, Somecon- 
y% the half hour’s silence, as the peace of the Church, which 
ws to continue @ short season between the downfall of Pagan- 
im and the sounding the first trumpet; others, as a solemn 
puse im human affairs during that interval; and others explain 
it of the liberty of conscience that was allowed by Constan- 
tife throughout the Empire. But these are merely conjectures, 
wiich leave the reader in as much incertitude as ever. Ws: 
\uist understand the meaning of the terms “silence,” “heaven,” 
wi “half an hour,” before we can hope successfully to apply 
tte prediction to its true historical fulfilment; and thismeaning 
wt shall endeavor concisely to develope. 

Silence denotes a cessation of action of any kind. Silence 
ater a tempest is acalm; after a noise, is quretude; after war 
ispeace; and so forth. A silence in heaven indicates, that in 
ie heaven there had been a tempest, a noise, or a war; and 
thet these had been succeeded by a calm, quietude, or peace.— 
Haven is here used symbolically. It is a symbol which re- 
lags to something on earth; for the Apocalypse is a pictorial re- 
prisentation of “the things which were to be here-after” the 

eared to John. It is agreed on all hands, that Heaven 
istlways the symbol of government, with all the political lu- 
minaties connected with it. In the passage before us, some 
pattieular heaven or government is intended, for, in the Greek, 
itteads en too ouranoo in the heaven.—This can be determin- 
ed only by the context. What then is the context to this pas- 


e? 
" is not the seventh chapter altogether. The silence in the 
heaven was consequent upon the opening of the Seventh Seal, 
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38 


The first verse of this chapter is 4 eager with the first of chap. 


ter eight. It there reads, “and after these things, 1 saw fou; 

the four corners of the earth (or Roman 
World), holding the four winds of the earth, (or restrainip> 
the incursions of the silenee, or peace-disturbing Barbarians ) 
that the wind might not blow upon the earth, nor upon the Sea; 
nor on any tree.”—This, and v. 1. ch. viii, as we have said; are 
parallel; and v. 1. ch. vii, is explanatory of the cause of the 
silence in the heaven. The context of the causative verse 
namely, v. 1. ch. vii, will therefore be, the context of v. 1. ch, 
viii, which will determine the heaven in which.there was si, 
lence. : 

Tt was sat these things,” that the wind -controlling-ange] 
appear. hat were these things?—-They were the cea 
rences in the heaven of the Sixth Seal, ch. vi. vs. 12—17. 
In that heaven, the Sun becomes black as sackcloth of hair; 
and the moon as blood; and the stars fall to the earth, as a fig 
tree drops its untimely figs, being shaken by a mighty wind. — 
The tempest, which eaused these things to ha ypen in the heav4 
en or government, was mighty, and attended with much slaught, 
er; for “the moon became as blood.”—All interpreters agree, 
that the symbols of the Sixth Seal are prophetic of a great re. 
volution inthe Roman World. The heaven, then, can mear 
nothing else, than the Imperial Constitution of the empire, ag 
made up of politieal or solar, ecclesiastical or lunar; and aristo- 
cratical or siderial orders of men. These were in a state of 
war; but when that war ceased, there was peace or silencg 
in the heaven, J 

But this belligerent state of. the heaven, is still more conspi+ 
cuous from other passages, which are arallel to the Sixth Seal, 
The first is this, ““And there appeared another sign in the (too) 
heaven: a great fiery dragon, having seen heads and ten horns, 
and upon Sis head ten crowns. And his tail drew down «a 
third part of ‘the stars of the (tou) heaven, and cast them te 
the earth.” The second is, “and there was war in (too) the 
neaven; Michael and his messengers made. war against tha 
Dragon; and the Dragon made war and his messengers: never- 
theless, they did not prevail, neither was place found for them, 
any more in (tog) the heaven.” When they were cast out, thera 
was peace in the heaven; which continued, hoos heemioorion 
“about half an hour.” 

According to Jewish computation, an hour is a twelfth part 
of any given time. If the whole be a Lunaryear, an hour wil} 
be thirty days; or if the given duration be a time, an hour 
will be thirty years, or the twelfth part of 360 years; which is 
the continuance of a prophetic time. According to this, an 
hour will be equal to a month of days or years; which is equal 
to a Lunar pet wanes is the ¢ part of ‘the moon’s year. 
i we say the hour is of days, then, aday in prophecy repre 
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Hating a year, an hour of days will be equal to thirty years; 
a eicbis de length of the hour in the Apocalypse. ohn 

But the silence in the heaven continued ‘about half an hour.’ 
Half a prophetie hour is fifteenyears. But the silence was 
not to last even so long as this; it was to be about fifteen years, 
but not quite. The signification of the passage, then, is this; ° 
and therewas peace in the Government of the Roman Em- 
gire about fifteen years. Now, the question is, does this in- 
terpretation correspond with the authentic history of the period 
alluded to by the eontext?—We shall see. 

In the year 308, the Roman Empire was governed for the first 
and last time by six contemporary emperors, who shared between 
them the supreme power. These persons were Galerius, Li- 
cinius, Maximin, Maxentius, Maximian. and Constantine. At . 
this time, there were in the Empire, two rival religions,—Pa- 
ganism, and Catholicism. The Church of Christ was a third 
party, but proscribed by both; though, as yet, not persecuted by 
the Catholics, not because they had not the will, but because 
they lacked the power. This third party took no partas far as 
we can learn from history, in the approaching war between the 
too contending religious factions. Itpatiently awaited the, re- 
sult, in the confidence, that all things would work together for 
good to them that loved God, and were the called according to 

is purpose. The Scriptures teach, that ‘the wicked, are the 
sword of God.’ At this era, he appears to have made use of 
the brave, wicked, and ambitious Constantine to make war 
upon his Pagan rivals, and to effect a revolution in the Consti- 
tution of the Empire, which should subvert the ancient super- 
Stition, and prepare the way for an entirely new order of things— 
among the nations of the earth. 

In effecting these things, Constantine had to cut his way 
through all obstacles by the sword, Galerius, after a fruitless 
effort to destroy Maxentius, the sovereign of Italy, died ac- 
cordiag to the course of nature. The power of Maximin was 
subverted, and himsélf put to death, by the victorious Licinius. « 
Of the remaning three, Constantine, then the Emperor ot 
Gaul, and Britain, first encountered Maximian, his father-in- 
Jaw; who had levied war against him. The old emperor took 
eon in Marseilles; but was unable to make head against his 
Vigilant and enterprising enemy. The garrison of the City 
delivered him into the hands of Constantine, who caused him 
to be put to death. 

_ In theyear 312, civil waragain broke out. Constantine hav- 
ing crossed the Alps attacked the forces of Maxentius at Tu- 
rin, Verona, and in the neighborhood of Rome! He was eve- 

where successful. Maxentius in his flight threw himself into 
the Tibur, and so ended his career. Jn 313, he was engaged in 
his first war with Licinius, which was concluded after the bat- 
tlé’of Mardia in $14. A treaty of peace was made between 
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them, which lasted till the year 323, when a second civil wy 
was waged for the universal dominion or death of one of th 
belligereuts. Im these battles, Constantine was, as usual, yjc. 
torious. Liicinius, the last of his rivals, and the last militay, 
Champion of Paganism, submitted to the elemency of his tor. 
tunate enemy. e was exiledto Thessalonica, which hag 
been chosen as the place of his confinement, which was scoop 
terminated by death. Thus, in fifteen years, Constantine 
wading through the blood of myriads, was carried up by vio- 
lence to the Throne of the world.—Rev. xii. 5. 

The interval of the years 305 and 323, Gibbon justly terms, 
‘the Period of Civil Wars and Confusion.’ It was emphatical- 
ly, a period of wars in the heaven. There were abotit eight 
civil wars; and all of them contests between imperial combat- 
afits forthe supremacy of the empire. As we have seen, Con- 
stantine gained the prize; and having no more rivals to encount- 
er, the tumult of war was hushed into the silence of a profound 
repose. Inthe language of the Apocalypse, ‘there was silence 
in the heaven.’ 

This silence, or peace, continued during the remaining period 
of the reign of Constantine. In 324, he founded Constantinople, 
and dedicated it in about ten years after. He remodelled the gov- 
ernment of the world; established the Apostacy as the religio. 
of Europe, Africa, and Asia, in the place of the ancient Idola- 
try; and having been immersed in water by the Catholic Bisho| 
of Nicomedia, died three days after, in the thirty-first year of 
his reign, the sixty-fourth of his age, and in the fourteenth yeai 
of peace, A. D. 337. 

hus the silence in the heaven lasted fourteen years. One 
year Was Wanting tocomplete the ‘half hour; it was to last about 
that period, and, as we shall see, the history of events agrees 
exactly with the prediction. For, Constantine was no sooner 
deposited in his stately tomb in ‘the Church of the Holy Apos- 
ties’ in his new City, than faction again raised its head, and 
with clamorous ‘voices’ demanded the blood of the brothers 
and nephews of the deceased emperor. He left three Sons, 
Constantius, Constantine, and Constans, among whom the 
empire was divided. Constantius was the second, and perhaps 
most favored of the three. As soon ashe had taken possesgion 
of the palace of Constantinople he gave his kindred a solemn 
assurance of their future safety. He had scarcely given the 
ledge when a specious pretence was forthcoming to release 
his conscience from the obligation. ‘The arts of fraud,’ says 
Gibbon, ‘were made subservient to the designs of cruelty, and 
a manifest forgery was attested by a person of the most sacred 
character. From the hands of the Bishop of Nicomedia, (Eu- 
sebius, who immersed the Emperor), Constantius received a 
fatal scroll, affirmed to be the genuine testament of his father; 
in which the emperor expressed his suspicions that he had been; 
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poisoned by his brothers; and conjured his sons to revenge his 
death, and to consult their own safety by the punishment of 
the guilty” Faction had stimulated the soldiers to a furious 
demand. for the massacre of the obnoxious, though innocent, 
mmces. They were permitted no opportunity of defence.— 

he s irit, and even the forms of legal proceedings were re- 
peatedly violated in a promiscuous slaughter; which involved 
the two uncles of Constantius, and seven of his Cousins. Of 
s0 numerous a family, two only, Gallus and Julian, were saved 
from the hands of the assassins, till their rage, satiated with 
blood, had in some measure subsided. 

Thus ended ‘the silence.’ The sword was again unsheathed 
ind bathed inthe heavens. The Angel stationed in the Last, 
let loose the wind, that it might blow upon the countries of the 
Huphiates; in plain words, ‘the death of Constantine was th: 
sigaal of war,’ which raged for twenty-three years of the reign 
of Constantius. Sapor, the King of Persia, spread terror and 
desolation beyond the Tigris, and beyond the Euphrates, from 
the gates of Ctesiphon to those of Antioch. Simultaneously 
with the blowing of this East wind, and the expiration of the 
silence in the heaven, another Angel ‘threw fire upon the earth; 
and there were voices, and thunders and lightnings, and an 
earthquake.’ The persian war broke out in 337; and in 340, a 
civil war commeneed between Constantine and Constans, 
which ended the same yéar by the death of the former. In 
350, Constans was himself slain by the hand of a domestic 
traitor, while fiying from Magnentius, the usurper of his crown 
The authority of this rebel Chiet was acknowledged through 
the whole extent of the two great prefectures of Gaul and 
Italy. Another civil war was the consequence of this rebellion. 
The intelligence of these important events, which so deeply 
affeeted the honor and safety of the impetial house, reealled 
the arms of Constantius from the inglorious prosecution of the 
Persian war. He recommended the care of the Eastto his lieu. 
tenants, and afterwards to his cousin Gallus, whom he raised 
ftom a prison to athrone; and marched toward Europe, with 
amind agitated by the conflict of hope and fear, of grief and 
itdignation. Magnentius and Vetranio his colleague, propos- 
ed terms of peace by their ambassadors, which Constantius 
iejected with disdain. Oneof the ambassadors was dismissed 
with a haughty answer; while his three companions were put 
in irons as unworthy of the privileges of international law, 
and the contending powers prepared to wage implacable war. 
Vetranio was deposed, and upwards of 40,000 troops, deserted 
to the standard of Constantius. But the Son of Constantine 
had to contend with a more formidable enemy, before he could: 
reign sole Emperor of the world. His contest with Magnen- 
tus was of a more serious and bloody kind. The battle of 
Mursa 7 fought between them in 359,. Upwards of 100,000" 
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men were left dead upon the plain. In 342, Nepotian, a no. 
phew of Constantine, arming a desperate troop of slaves ap 
gladiators, overpowered the guard of the domestic tranquil 
of Rome, received the homage of the Senate, and assumin: 
the title of Augustus, precariously reigned during a tumult «: 
twenty-eight days. The march of some of the regular forces 
of Magnentius put an end to his ambitious hopes: the rebel. 
lion was extinguished in the blood of Nepotian, of his mothe, 
Eutropia, and of his adherents: and the proscription was ex- 
tended to all who had contracted a fatal alliance with the name 
and family of Constantine. But after the defeat at the batt) 
of Mursa, Rome and the Italian Cities displayed the banners 
of Constantius on their walls. The cavalry, the legions, and 
auxiliaries of Italy, renewed their oath of allegiance to him 
and Magnentius, alarmed at the general defection, retired be- 
yond the Alps into the provinces of Gaul. The pride of the 
usurper was reduced by repeated misfortunes, to sue, and t 
sue in vain, for peace. He offered to resign the people, and t 
devote the remainder of his life to the service of the Emperor 
But Constantius would be satisfied with nothing less than his 
destruction. He was surrounded by the Imperialists, wh 
forced the passages of the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody 
combat of Mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed the title of Rebels 
on the party of Magnentius. He was unable to bring anothe: 
army into the field, and losing all hope of making head against 
the power of Constantius, he fell upon his sword, and thus 
ended the eivil war in 353. 

Six years after the death of Constantine, A. D. 343, the 
Angel stationed in the West let loose his wind, over the Islan¢ 
of Britain. It continued to blow with a strong current during 
27 years. The Picts, Scots, and Saxons, invaded Britain, 
destroying the inhabitants, and making spoil of every thing 
within their reach. In 367, the Roman Jurisdiction, had al- 
tmost become extinct. Every messenger that escaped across 
the British Channel, conveyed the most melancholy and alarm- 
ing tidings to the ears of Valentinian; and he was soon inform- 
ed, that the two military commanders of the province had been 
surprised and cut off by the Barbarians. Atter a long and se- 
rious consultation, the defence, or rather recovery of Britain, 
was entrusted to the abilities of Theodosius; who sailed thith- 
er with some veterans in the year 367. By a prudent spirit, 
and consummate art, displayed in the operations of two cam- 
pdigns, he successfully rescued every part of the province from 
the hands of a cruel and rapacious enemy; and thus restored it 
to the empire in the year 370, 

“Voices” of blood crying, were again heard. Gallus, one 
of the two surviving nephews of Constantine, had been trans- 
lated from a prison to the prefectural throne of the East with 
the subordinate rank of Cesar. But-he proved himself fit only, 
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fora tyrant, The ungoverned sallies of his rage were ofter 
fatal to those who approached his person, or were subject to his 
power. Constantine, his wile, is described, notas a woman, 
but as one of the infernal furies, tormented with an insatiable 

thirst of human blood. Instead of restraning, she exasperated 
the fierce passions of her husband. Every apartment of his 
palace was adorned with instruments of death and torture, and 
a general consternation was diffused through-the capitol of Sy- 
ria. In 345, he caused the Imperial Ministers to be put to death, 
and their bodies to be thrown into the Orontes. Theseacts of 
high handed cruelty at length brought him to an ignominious 
death. He was degraded from the Cesariate, and beheaded 
in the sequestered prison of Pola in Istria like the vilest male- 
factor. 

The Angel, who stood sentinel in the North, next let loose 
the wind upon that quarterof theempiree The Quadi,a fierce 
and powertul nation, with their allies, the no less savage hordes 
of Sarmatia, invaded the Illyrian Provinces. The garrisons 
of the frontier were insufficient to check their progress. Con- 
stantius was at length compelled to assemble from the extre- 
mities of his dominions, the flower of the Palatine, troops, 
to take the field in person, and to employ a whole campaign, 
with the preceding autumn and ensuing spring in the serious 
prosecution of the war. At the same time, his cousin Juliaa, 
whom he had declared Cesar, and who afterwards was termed 
the Apostate, was sent into Gaul to repel the Franks and A\l- 
lemanni, who had crossed the Rhine, and laid waste its fertile 
territories. They had pillaged forty five flourishing Cities, 
besides a great number of towns and villages, which were for 
the most part reduced to ashes. The scene of the'r. devasta- 
tion was three times more extensive than that of their con- 
quests. But the Emperorand his Cesar, in their several cam- 

aigns of 356—357—358'and 359, succeeded in driving these Bar- 

arlans once more into the recesses of the dark and impenetra- 
ble forests of the north. “The victories of Julian,” says Gib- 
bon, “suspended for a short time, the inroads of the babarians, 
and delayed the ruin of the Western Empire. 

But the time was fast approaching, when the “earthquake” 
was to succted the thunder and the lightning of intestine wars. 
The fame of Julian had excited the hatred and jealousy of 
Constantius.. He determined therefore to undermine the pow- 
er of his cousin by drawing off the veteran legions of Gaul 
and marching them away to serve against Sapor in the Persian 
war. Julian issued the necessary orders for carrying into exe- 
cution the commands of Constantius; a part ef the troops be- 
began their march for the Alps. On their arrival at Paris, their 
diseontents burst out into open rebellion. They refused to 
leave their vier srt boc their 
the merciless B ians; and 
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out the gates, they saluted their beloved General as Julian Au- 
gustus! Aftera decent resistance, the Cesar yielded to the 
violence of his troops. He was exalted on a shield in the pre 
sence, and amidst the unanimous acclamations of the army, 
and arich military collar supplied the want of adiadem. While 
these events were transpiting, Constantius was on his march 
against the Persians. He 1eceived the ambassadors of the 
Gallic Emperor with indignation and contempt; and with 
looks, jestures, and language, expressive of the disorder of his 
soul, refused to acknowledge the equal rank of his rival; who, 
being informed of the implacability of his disposition, boldly 
resolved to commit his life and fortune to the chance of a civ! 
war. He sent back the Questor of Constantius to his master, 
with au epistle in which he expressed, in a strain of the most 
vehement eloquence, the sentiments of hatred, contempt, and 
resentment, which had been suppressed and embittered by th 
lissimulation of twenty years. After this, Julian, who some 
veeks before, had celebrated the Catholic festival of the Epi- 
phany, made a public declaration, that he committed the care 
t his safety to the Immorrat Gops, and thus publicly re- 
nounced the Religion, as well as the friendship of Constan- 
lius. 

Aig the speed of a Napoleon, Julian marched his troops 
‘rom the Rhine into Illyricum, the three divisions of which 
united under the walls of Sirmium. The prefectures of Italy 
and Ilyricun®acknowledged the justice of hiscause. Having 
made every disposition which his situation required, he awaited 
the approach of Constantius at the head of the veterans of the 
East. But Julian was preserved fromthe cruel alternative of 
destroying or of being himself destroyed: and the seasonabk 
feath of Constantius delivered the Roman Empire from the 
calamities of civil war. He made his triumphal entry intc 
Constantinople, Dec. 11, 361, amidst the acclamations of the 
soldiers, the people, and the Senate; and in the 32nd year o! 
his age was acknowledged as the rightful and universal sove- 
reign of the Roman Empire. 

The necessity of ‘an: earthquake’ or rerolution‘in the Gov- 
ernment of the world, had become imperative for thé resuscita- 
tion of the Empire. The palace was crowded, the court en- 
cumbered, and the people were oppressed by the seevile minis- 
ters of luxury, and their maintenance. ‘The chief barber, be- 
sides alarge salary, and some valuable perquisites, enjoyed 
a daily allowance for twenty servants, and as many horses. A 
thousand barbers, a thousand cup-bearers, a thousand cooks, 
were distributed in the several offices of luxury; and the num- 
ber of eunuchs could be eompared only with insects of a sum- 
mer’s day. The domestic crowd of the palace surpassed the 
expense of the legions. The contempt and indignation of Ju- 
lian were excited at these things. By asingle edict he reduced | 
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the palace of Constantinople to an immense desert, and dis- 
missed with ignominy, the whole train of slaves and depen- 
dents. He established an inexorable tribunal at Chalcedon. 
constituted of six judges. An absolute power was conferred 
upon them to pronounce and execute their final sentence with- 
out delay, and without appeal. The state criminals of his pre- 
decessors reign were, for the most part, put to death by the 
sentence of the judges; upon whom he shifted the reproach of 
eondemning his personal enemies. He disbanded the nume- 
rous army of spies, of agents, and informers, enlisted by Con- 
stantias to secure his own repose at the expense of that ot 
millions. 

But the most remarkable feature of this revclution was, thc 
temporary abasement of the Catholic Superstition, and corres- 
ponding exaltation of Paganism. A devout attachment for the 
gods of Athens and Rome, constituted the ruling passion of 
Julian. Devoted as he was, however, to the ancient idolatry, 
he rose superior to the cruel bigotry of Catholic Pnnces.— 
He published an edict, extending to all the: inhabitants of the 
Roman World, the benefits of a free and equal toleration; and 
the only hardship he inflicted on the Catholics, was to deprive 
them of the power of tormenting their fellow-subjects. The 
Pagans were expressly commanded to open all their teraples 
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and were at once delivered from the oppressive laws, and arbi- 
trary vexations which they had sustained under Constantine 


and his Sons. “Every part of the world” exclaims Libanius, 
with devout transport, ‘displayed the triumph of religion; and 
the grateful prospect of flaming altars, bleeding victims, the 
smoke of incense, and a solemn train of priests and prophets, 
without fear and without danger. The sound of prayer and 
music was heard on the tops of the highest mountains; and the 
same ox afforded a sacrifice for the gods, and a supper for therr 
joyous votaries.’ Julian applied himself to corrupt the religion 
of his troops. The legions of Gaul devoted themselves to the 
faith, as well as to the fortunes of their victorious leader; but 
the veterans of the East, who had been trained under the stand- 
ard of the cross, required a more artful and expensive mode ot 
persuasion. By frequent and liberal donatives which would 
have purchased the service of half the nations of Scythia, Ju- 
lian gradually won them over. The name of Christ was erased 
from the Labarum;and the symbols of war, of majesty, and 
of paganism, were sodexterously blended, that the subject in- 
curred the guilt of idolatry when he respectfully saluted the 
person or image of his sovereign. 

Having gained the support of his troops in favor of his ec- 
clesiastical reforms, he proceeded to oppress the Catholics in 
the exercise of their saligion: He transferred to the Pagan 
Pontiffs the management of the hberal allowances from the 
public revenue, which had been granted to the Church by Con: 
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stintine and his Sons. He levelled to the ground the proj: 
system of clerical honors and immunities, which had been coy. 
structed with so much art and labor; and the Catholic priest; 
were confounded with the last and most ignominious class o/ 
the people. ' He prohibited Catholics from exercising the pro. 
fession of teachers of grammar and rhetoric; excluded then 
from all offices of trust and profit in the state, the army, and 
the provinces; and condemned them to make full and ampk 
satisfaction for the temples they had destroyed under the pre. 
céding reign. 

But the troubles of the Catholics at length subsided on the 
death of Julian who was killed in the Persian war, A. D. 362. 
He was succeed by Jovian, who published an edict of equal 
and universal toleration. Under his reign Catholicism obtain. 
ed an easy and lasting victory, and the genius of Paganism 
sunk irrecoverably in the dust. This Emperor’s reign was 
short. He died suddenly, and was succeeded in 364, by Valen. 
tinian, who consummated the Revolution in the final division 
of the world into the Eastern and Western Empires; the tormer 
of which he bestowed on his brother Valens, whom he had as. 
sociated with him in the honors and cares of the purple. 

In 366 the Angel standing in the Sowthern quarter of the 
earth, let loose his wind upon the province of Africa. It con- 
tinued to agitate that maritime district for seven years. Ths 
three flourishing Cities of Ora, Leptis, and Sabrata, which 
under the name of Tripoli, had long constituted a federal 
union, were obliged for the first time, to shut their gates against 
a hostile invasion; several of their most honorable citizens were 
surprised and massacred; the villages, and even the suburbs 
were pillaged; and the vines and fruittrees of that rich teritory 
were extirpated by the malicious savages of Getulia. Th« 
tyranny of the Roman Commandant drove the provincials 
inte open rebellion, and provoked them to join the insurrection- 
ary standard of Formus, the Moor. He was received as the 
deliverer of the country. But the imprudent and eabeiey 
Africans soon discovered that they had not sufficiently consult- 
ed their own strength, or the abilities of their leader. The 
Emperor ef the West despatched Theodesius, the restorer of 
Britain, to suppress the revolt. At the head of a small body 
of troops the General ‘advanced into the head of a country, 
where he was sometimes attacked by armies of 20,000 Moors. 
But the firmness and perseverance of Theodosius, baffled the 
irregular attacks of the Barbarians; destroyed the usurper; and 
restored the province to the sovereignty.of Valentinian. 


Summary. 


AAD. 305—393, Era of the Sixth Seal, or Period of Civil” 
Wars and Confusions; Rev. vi. 12—17. 
323- The Seventh Seal opened; Rev. viii. 1. : 
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323—337. Silence in the Heaven about half an hour; 
during which time the four Angels restrain 
the winds from blowing upon the East, West, 
North, and South of the Roman Empire; 
Rev. vil. 1. 

337. Constantine dies;—the silence in the heav- 

- en ends;—the angellets loose the East wind. 
Sapor, King of Persia, declares war against 
the Romans. Another angel throws fire up- 
on the earth; ‘and there were voices;’ Rev. 
viii. 5. Massacre of the Princes of the Royal 
Family. - 

340. ‘And thunders and lightnings.’—Civil war 
between Constantine and Constans. 

343. The Angel standing in the West lets loose 
his wind. Picts, Scots, and Saxons invade 
Britain. 

350. Civil war between Constantius and Mag- 
nentius; who causes Constans to be put to 
death. 

345. A death-speaking-voice sentences the Cesar 
of the Eastern Prefecture to lose his head. 

356. The Angel standing in the North lets loose 

his wind. The Quadi, Sarmatians, Franks, 

and Allemanni invade Gaul, and the Illyrian 
province. | 

And an :Earthquake.’—Julian, the Cesar 
of the eerie of the Gauls, is saluted 

Emperor by the legions. Constantius dies. 

Julian reforms the State—Restores Pagan- 

ism—oppresses the Catholics—and protects 

the ‘Heretics.’ 

363. Heis mortally wounded in the Persian war;— 
Jovian succeeds him; concludes a peace with 
Sapor, and publishes an equal toleration of 
Religton. . 

364. Jovian dies, andis succeeded by Valentinian, 
who associates Valens with him in the gov- 
ernment.—The Empire is finally divided into 
Eastern and Western. 

366. The Angel stamding in the South lets loose 

: his wind. Commotions in the African pro- 
vince; it is lost; but recovered by Theodo- 
sius. 

The blowing of these four winds upon the Roman Earth, 
precedes the preparation for the sounding of the seven trum- 
pete-Rev. viii. 6. Julian, Jovian, and Theodosius restored 

eto Britain, Gaul, Africa, and the East;—this was.a 

‘Weathing time for the Nations between the winds and the pre- 
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pacing of the trumpeters. All af which, is respeetfully sub- 
roitted to those readers who are well versed in history, and in 
the symbols of prophecy, as the true interpretation of this 
hitherto unexplained passage of the prophetic word by the 
DITOR. 


PUBLIC SLANDERERS. 


“There are many unruly and foolish talkers and deceivers, 
whose mouths must be stopped.—Paui. 


Judging from the testimony of history, ancient and modern, 
sacred and profane, it seems to be the lot of all, who, penetra- 
ted with conviction of the general corruption of society,—un- 
dertake to stem the torrent of its delinquency; to suffer the 
slanderous execration of those who practice iniquity or are in- 
terested in sustaining it. I know of no exception to this rule. 
From the days of righteous Abel down to the present year, 
this rule is absolute; it has been the fate of all reformers, it is 
now, and will be till Christ shall come again. So notorious is 
the truth of this, that the following remark has obtained th: 
currency of a proverb,—‘when the million applaud you, se- 
riously ask yourself what harm you have done; when they 
censure you, what good, ; 

‘The million’ censured Jesus fur a blasphemer; they charged 
him with expelling demons by the power of Satan; witb break- 
ing the Sabbath; with being mad, and with having a devil; and 
so ferth. They imprisoned him, spit upon him, scourged him, 
pierced him with thorns, nails, and a spear; and so put him to 
death. And why did ‘the million’ treat him thus; ‘what good’ 
hadhe done? He forgave transgressors their sins; he delivered 
them from the power of demons; he healed their diseases; he 
taught them wisdom; and sustained indignity for their sakes!— 
As they treated him, so did ‘the million’ inflict evil upon his 
immediate and devoted followers. They charged them with 
drunkenness; with treason and sedition; and with turning the 
world upside down, they scourged them, stoned them, impn- 
soned them, and at last put them to death. And ‘what good’ 
had they done that they should be thus badly used? They 
spoke forth the words of truth and soberness, declaring the 
wonderful works of God; they persuaded men to obey God, to 
love their enemies, to be kindly affectioned towards one anoth- 
er; to be subject to every human ordinance forthe Lord’s sake, 
andso forth. These were some of the good deeds for which 
they were persecuted by ‘the million!’ 

In the age succeeding the apostolic, ‘the million’ continued 
their ferocious attacks upon virtue. They exectated the follow- 
ers of Christ and his Apostles, denouncing them ag ‘ass-wol- 
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shippers,’ cannibals, and atheists; and wreaked their vengeance 
upon them even unto death. And for ‘what good?) Because 
they would not associate with them in the practice ef iniquity; 
but chose rather to forego the temporary enjoyment of sin for 
the eternal and unfading crown of life. In the third century, 
Novatius arose, and likewise tasted the dulcamarous cup pre- 
seated to his lips by ‘the million.’ And for ‘what good.’ Be- 
cause he undertook to stem the torrent of corruption which had 
set in to sweep away the virtue of the Christian Church. 

To descend nearer to our own times, we may cite the names 
of Luther and his Contemporaries, of Wesley and his allies; 
of Campbell, myself aad some others, the friends of both.— 
And ‘what good’ have these done, that ‘the million’ should con- 
spire for their destruction? They resisted vice and tyranny; 
protested against persecution on account of conscience; plead- 
ed for liberty; put the Bible into the hands of the people; taught 
morality; inculeated the Gospel as preached by the Apostles; 
aad insisted that ut ought to be carried out into practice, and 
versevered in, or there could be no remission orimmortality. 
for these good things, ‘the million’? censure them, and con- 
spire to blast their fame before God and man! Our contempo- 
raries of this century, whe have opposed ecclesiastical tyranny, 
corruption, and hypocrisy, have all been regarded as some- 
what akin to the Prince of Devils; so long especially as they 
continue true to principle. Macatla told a friend of mine, 
that ‘Campbell was a very smart, but a very bed and unprinci- 
pied man,’ or to that effect. And for ‘what good’ thing did he 
thus vituperate him? I suppose, because he leit the Presbyterian 
Church, mage him contemptible in argument, and taught the 
doctrine of the Apostles, namely, baptism ‘for the remission 
ofsins.’ Certain baptists in one of the lower counties of this state, 
as | have heard, have said however, that they never did give 
Alexander Campbell up; for that he had always believed that 
persons might be saved without baptism; but that Doctor 
Thomas was a devil, for he denied sit! »» Well be it so; if main- 
taining the truth of Holy ,Writ’’s to; constitute ‘me a devil, [ 
must be excused when [.say,‘that I would ratiter’be such ‘a de- 
vil than ‘a saint,’ as.sajmts goin thesetimes. We ath come 
in forou: share of, ‘the’million’s’ slander. They call me affieist, 
a rank infidel in disguise, a factienist; schismatic, heretic, liar, 
deceiver, impostor, and so forth;:and-in theflast’édition of pub- 
ite slander, an extortioner, and ‘bargaiti bréaker! ‘And for ‘what 
good?’ Because, [ reject their misrepresentations of the Deity 
as unscriptural; demonstrate their systems of religion to be 
counterfeits upon the true; refuse to take any thing for granted 
and claim the rightof proving all things; unveil the flimsines., 
of a popular reform; display the self-delusion of professors, in 
the sandiness of their foundation, and the worldliness of their 


practice; and maintain, that there is no salvation from sin or 
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death here, or hereafter, to any one however sincere, unles; 
they believe and obey the pel taught by Peter, Paul, any 
the rest of the Apostles. Now, the principle upon which q/ 

ublic slanderers seem to act is, that of ‘doing God service. — 

hey have a kind of ‘zeal of God,’ which is displayed in , 
zealousness for the traditions of their great grandfathers ayy 
mothers. Tt is a zeal for God; but not according to knowledge. 
for being ignoraut of God’s justification, (or way of justifying 
the ungodly,) they seek to establish their own. Public slap. 
derers, I say—jesuits in, word and deed—have ever acted on 
the principle of the end sanctifying the means, hence, they 
stick at nothing to carry their purposes into effect. A man’s 
character with them, having little or none of their own, is a 
mere nothing in their estimation of expediency. If a thor, 
prick them in the side, it is the effectand not the ,cause of the 
perforation, which distresses them, and excites all the distrac. 
tion of their deeds. 

But, on the other hand, ‘when the Million applaud you, se 
riously ask yourself what harm you have done.”—The Mil- 
lion applauded Herod when he delivered an oation to them 
from the throne saying, ‘It is the voice of a god, and not of a 
man!’—This was the voz populi, which some tell us is, th 
voice of God! But how did God respond to this voice of the 
people? By putting Herod toa loathsome death, because he 
did not give him the glory. The Million applauded them tha: 
oppress them, and call them benefactors; they applaud their de- 
celvers, and call them the Ambassadors of God; they applaud 
their destroyers, who make their wives, widows and their chil- 
dren, orphans—as great conquerors and mighty heroes! They 
applaud vice, and would destroy virtue were it not protecte: 
by a power superior to their own. 

The Million is made up of the world; and when wesay tis 
we cannot meditate a more diabolical, cruel, hypocritical, igne- 
rant and tyrannical thivg. : In the old hemisphere of the globe 
it passes unde? the apoculyp te names of the Dragon, the Beas, 
the False Prophet, and the Zarth., in the new, its working: 
are consjéctous inevery rank and degree of life: from head & 
foot of the Body Politic, Itisa world, rotten in principle, and 
hypocritical and,criminalin.practice. Its applause is a disgrace. 
its censure, pray. + “wi ees fF 

Concerning the censure of the Million let us hear what the 
Messiah says.—‘Happy shall you be when men shall revile and 
persecute you, and, on my account, accuse yuu falsely of eve- 
ry evilthing! Rejoice and exult, for great is your reward i 
heaven; for thus the Prophets were persecuted who were be- 
fore you.”—Be upon your guard against men; for my nameyou 
shall be hated universally,”—‘“Outef the heart (of the world) 
proceed malicious contrivances, murdeis, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, thefts, false testimonies, calumnies.”—‘There is non 
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who shall have forsaken the things of this life, for my sake 
and the gospel’s; who shall not receive now in this world a 
hundred fold, with persecutions; and in the future state, eter- 
nal life.’ —T his is literally my experience; see Mark x. 29—31. 
Though my course has been so unpopular; though I have in- 
curred the anathemas of the world and ‘false brethren’ on ac- 
count of my contention for the one only true gospel to the ex- 
clusion of every other human device,—I am richer now in 
worldly possessions by a hundred fold, with persecutions in 
due and full proportion, than 1 was four or five yeais since, 
when I was quite in favor with the world. I regard these-pas- 
sages in my life as indications of God’s approval of my honest, 
straightforward, and uncompromising stand for his truth in the 
face of all the world.—Jesus goes on to say elsewhere “If the 
world hate you, consider that it hated me, before it hated you.’ 
If you were of the world, the world would love itsown. But 
because you are not of the world, the world hates you. If they 
have persecuted me, they will alse persecute you. They will 
expel you the synagogue; nay the time is coming, when who- 
soever kills you, will think he offers sacrifice to God. In the 
world you will have tribulation.” ‘He that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus” says an apostle, “shall be persecuted;” and so 
forth. This then is the lot of all true believers, who instead 
of lamenting their unpopularity and fate, ought to rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, in prospect of the great reward. The true 
faith has never been popular, nor will it ever be till Christ shall 
come and make his lawsvictorious. Counterfeit Christianity, 
and nominal reform are the very things in which the world de- 
lights. The period between the first and second advents of Mes- 
siah is essentially a period of suffering in some form or otner 
to the true disciple; he that would reign must first suffer; and 
that suffering must be now, or there will be no reigning here- 
after with Christ in the Age tocome. 

How are we in these times to defend our reputations against 
the calumnies of public slanderers? This is a question of 
some interest at thiscrisis. Jf we are to make any <afenrs 
at all, in what way are we to conduct our defence? e are 
commanded, if reviled, not to revile again; nor to bring rail- 
ing accusations against even the Devil himself. Now the ques- 
tion here is what do reviling and railing consist in? To re- 
vile is to render infamous by false invective; and to rail is to 
use foully abusive language. Illustrative of the former we 
may quote the incident recorded in Matthew, who says, that 
while Jesus was suspended on the cross the passers by ‘reviled 
him, shaking their heads and saying, you whocould demolish 
the temple, and rebuild it in three days; if you be God’s Son, 
come down from the cross.’ Here they inveighed against 
him as an impostor, who had pretended to the power and to 
the son-ship of God. In doing this, they endeavoured in the 
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‘spirit of malignity, to render him infamous by their invective, 
which was false. Thus they reviled him, but he did not revi\e 
them in return; and.after his example we are enjoined to follow. 
For myself, I can truly say, that since I put on Christ by bap- 
tism a reviling spirit has had no place in my heart. 1 have 
never reviled any one nor do | ever intend. As an example 
of railing we may cite the foully abusive epithets bestowed on 
Jesus by the Pharisees and others. They said, ‘this man has 
a devil and is mad’—‘he expels demons only by Beelzebu! 
prince of the demons’—‘he speaks blasphemy’—‘this man is « 
sinner’—and so forth. Now this was abuse most foul, becaus, 
1t was unirve. Some may argue that Jesus was himself « 
railer, because he called the Pharisees, Scribes, and Lawyers. 
hypocrites, foolish and blind guides, serpents, offspring of v: 
pers, the children of the Devil, and so forth. It is granted that 
this would have been reviling and railing, if it Aad not bee 
true. They charged Jesus with reproaching them unjustly: 
but they charged him falsely, for he said nothing of them 
which was not fully demonstrated by their actions to be true. 
But some may say, he knew their several thoughts, and was 
therefore justified in speaking of them as he did; but to this 
we would reply, that he did not denounce them because ot 
their thoughts, but because of their expression of those thoughts, 
and on account of theirconduct. He spoke the truth concern- 
ing them, and he spoke that truth openly, exposing to the peo- 
ple the malevolence of their opposition to him, and the tru 
cause why they would not acknowledge him. The Scribes and 
Pharisees were the public slanderers of Jesus; it was they, and 
not he, who were revilers and railers: and although each de- 
nounced the other, the denunciations of the one were deserved. 
while those of the other were not. To unveil the hypociisy 
and the unrighteous actions of public slanderers is neither to 
revile nor to rail at them. Jesus did this; and he that follows 
his example is, in my-judgement, justified in so doing. 

In answer to the question, hee tae are we to defend our reputations 
against the calumnies of publicslanderers? 1 think we may scripturally do 
a3 Jesus did. If men unknown to the public, openly and before al! the 
world, accuse us falsely, we owe it to ourselves and to society, to unmask 
them, that mankind may be advised of the kind of characters they sustain 
in their several spheres. If A. B. and C. asperse openly the reputation ot 
D, it is D's privilege to challenge his jury, to scrutinize his accusers, and to 
examine how fer their witnesses are to be believed. Whether this is to be 
done publicly or privately depends upon the conduct of A. B. and C. Ii 
they calummate him before the world; they compe! him to defend himse't 
upon the foregoing principles before Cesar, to whose tribunal they 
have dragged hun. Jf D were to have recourse only to a private de- 
fence, whether acquitted or not, he would be decided guilty by the world, 
on the principle that having made no public defence, he had nothing to 
Fay; and therefore tacitly admitted the charge. 

ersons called ‘brethren’ who assume the office of public slanderers, 
place themselves in.a hostile and vicious position. They constitute them. 
selves offend.rs of a flagitious stamp, having openly defianced the laws of 
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Chnst. They place themselves, too, in a very unenviable position; for in 
boldly and recklessly assailing the character of others, they lay themselves 
open to a searching scrutiny, in order that, the public may know if such 
persons be indeed, the veritable ‘Simon Pures’ they would be thought to 
ve. I have primarily assailed no man’s character, neither do I intend; but, I 
would have this to be remembered, that if any one venture to tamper with 
mine, he must take care to be immaculate himself; for while I am fully pre- 
pared to meet all and every my accusers before a scriptural tribunal if an 
man assail me publicly, and it be thought advisible for me to defend, I shall 
follow the example of Jesus, and search him to the quick. 

From the whole, I conclude, thatto unveil the unrighteousness of public 
slanderers is neither to revile nor to rail, that if such persons do not like 
such revelations, they should be cautious how they invite investigation, 
and that, if men volunteer their malevolence, they ought to be exposed as 
far as the truth will sustain the exposure, on the principle, that those who 
sin should be rebuked before all, that others also may be afraid. 

The Christians of this day, if Christians indced, area part of the Two 
Resurrected Witnesses, who stand before the Lord of the earth. “If any 
one will injure them, fire shall come out of their mouth, and devour the‘r 
enemies; and if any one will injure them, so must they be put to death.— 
These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain shall be showered down 
in the days of their prophecy; they have power over the waters, to turn 
them to blood, and to smite the earth, as often as they will with every 
plague.” Such was their power before they were slain. They have since 
inhaled the breath of life from God. They then stood upon their feet; and 
great fear fell upon those who looked upon them. They have ascended to 
a region of the social atmosphere above the reach of their persecutors’ pow- 
er. Let their enemies bewere how they rouse these young lions of Judah 
from their lair. 


EpIvor. 





ALBERT ANDERSON TO MR. A. CAMPBELL. 


In the last Harbinger is a document under the caption otf 
‘the Richmond Letter.’ From it we learn that nothing con- 
cerning us is hereafter to deface the pages, or to be inserted 
from us until we reform. We are fora radical reformation; 
and much as it may beregretted, on some accounts that the ex- 
clusive readers of that paper are to be shut out from reading 
the truth in its sheets, the condition of our reappearance before 
them we cannot comply with. We cannot consent to reform 


backwards, which we would certainly do, if we were to de- 


scend to the standard of reform of whieh that once impartial 
publication is the rule. We belong to ‘the movement:’ onward 
is Our Mpttu—we shall be contented to stand still when pertfec- 
tion is attained and not before. 

Virtuous reformers need not fear that we shall ever become 
theirenemy. We are hostile only to vice, tyranny, and error. 
We are by no means opposed to this reformation as far as it 
is scriptural. We desire to move it forward healthily and 
then doubtless it will become pure and peaceful. We do not 
love re a for its own sake. Every innovation upon a 
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perfect institution is a corruption; but innovation upon a cx 
rupt or imperfect system is often a genuine reform. 

The following letter is a copy in substance of one sent to 
Mr. A Campbell. It has been put into our hands with the sug- 
gestion of the propriety of its publication if neglected by Mr 
GC. We have waited a reasonable time; but finding from th 
article referred tono hope, we have thought proper to lay it be 
iore the reader. 

Eptror. 


April 19th, 1838. 
Brother Campbel, 
A considerable time since a copy of you 
Jast April letter was sent, in company with some things by my- 
self. 
In your December letter, speaking of the April you sa 
“JT wrote that letter toa brother in whom | had very “gre 
vonfidence, in hopes that it might have been of some use to! 
It seems it has not.’—Now, what use did bro. C. mean? Suc 
as would arise from impressing me with his views of brothe: 
Thomas? Such views impressed on my mind and heart, wou. 
have alienated my esteem and Jove from bro. T. as a brethe 
And all, without the privilege of assigning the reasons. s 
the letter wes to be a secret! 


Brother Campbell, you have disappointed me excee¢in ng! v= 
your mind enlightened by the truth, seemed incapable of stcc, 
ing to things so un worthy one, who had been so ‘eh and s 
nobly contending for the truth. Ah me! how mortifying th 
consideration, that a man, whom Ged had honored with t 

rivilege of advancing the knowledge of the Sacred writings. 
ty enabling him to contend mightily in their behalf, and again 
their opposers, that this man should so far forget the influ ences 
of the said sacred writings. as to suftePhimself to be filled wit 
blinding prejudice! 


In view of him who searches the heart, and whe will jt 
the living and the dead, be persuaded to pause and refiect:— 
to reflect on your thoughts, and words, and deeds, in relat! 
to brother Thomas. Were he an enemy, you, as a christie: 
should love him;—but he is not an enemy: he iA detoted 
christian. See the communications from Paineville and Bethe’. 
Jt is before these congregations that he goes in and out, beirg 
known to them. Why not believe ¢heir testimony? 


Brother Campbell, Your course towards brother Thomas ha 
not been a righteous one;—dont be offended w'th me for telling 
you my mind plainly. It is my duty to speak the truth with 
singleness of eye to the glory of God. Why not let him an¢é 
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the brethren who know him be heard through the Harbinger? 
you granted this toa Waterman,toa Meredith, &e. 
[t appears to me, my memory, (your papers are not by me,) 
retains something you said about mercy’s influencing your 
course towards John Thomas. Was it mercy to be attacking 
him, but not allowing him to defend himself in the Harbinger? 
Was it mercy, after you had complained ot his spirit, manner, 
and style, and declared your disposition to bear with his spe- 
culations, and after he had made an effort to reform the things 
complained of ;—then to shift the ground of complaint, and 
charge him with his speculations? was it merey to condemn 
him hefore your readers, unheard in his own detence? Wa as 
iteven justice'—and what was it, when you non-tellowsb 
ed him through the length and treadth of the land. and even 
across the ocean, before you had preterred your charges against 
him at the lawful tribunal!!!’ Did you not thus constitute your- 
self his judge? Bear with me while 1 say that to me, this 
seems usurpation of authority, and what makes it more glar- 
ng, of divine authority!!!) Even had John Thomas heen ever 
so criminal, who constituted bro. C. his judge? Well says 
Isaiah, “cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostils; 
for wherein is he to be accounted of?” “The lofty looks of 
man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
bowed down; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in thatday.”’ 
You seem to me, my brother, to charge brother T. with spe- 
culation, when you are guilty of it yourself. You publish you 
opinion, that there are saints, of christians amongst the sec is 
and you defend yout consistency, in that you have always held 
the said opinicn. But to me, you having alw ays held it, ma! 
your inconsistency more glaring, in the face of your havi n 
also so long contended for being governed by the written so ot 
the Lord, and not by a man’s thinks so. How many have you 
thus lulled into a deep sleep of dangerous quietism! mut, 
who is to prescribe the thus far, and nofarther? Will bro. 
undertake this office! no! dno. C. says, he is not a Fileteh— 
Then, why not, let bro. T. write about what he thinks best?— 
If the Apostacy darkened the minds of men, so as to lose sight 
of so prominent a feature upon the sacred page, as baptism fo: 
the remission of sins, is it to be wondered that it made them 
lose sight of features far less prominent? And if only some 
few years since, the pioneer discovered, after much and labo- 
rious investigation, this so prominent a feature, is ittobe won. 
dered that some of the smaller ones lie still unobserved? Dear 
Brother, your paper and those of other brethren, and not the 
Book;—they ure only media of investigating things of the 
Book. Dont fora moment think that we mean to make creeds 
of them; the Bible is our creed. You say youhave overrated 
bro. T’s talents; but I cannot agree with you in this. I heard 
him a few days since; depend upon it, he is not to be despised. 
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i think the Lord Almighty is blessing him; if he bless him 


then be shall be indeed blessed. Your paper formerly tro. 
sided, has become one-sided; were a man to become one-sided. 
he would be scarcely able to exist. If your paper* continue 
one.sided, it will become weak, and will no longer be a means 
of advancing the truth. So, if you be determined to make jt 
one-sided, decline sending it to me, and be assured that I wij! 
not only not help it, but conscientiously, as in the sight of 
God, I shall feel it my duty to fight against. 

May the Almighty One, for Jesus’ sake, deliver us from er- 
rorand establish us in the truth, if then it agree with his bles. 
sed will, is the prayer of yours in the hope of eternal life. 

ALBERT ANDERSON. 


N.B. Dear Brother, were you, being convinced, by the 
word of divine truth, to come out, and plainly acknowledge, your 
having been wrong, and to make reparation to your injured 
brother, and I may say, your brethren, you would then indeed 
illustrate and exemplify the power of Divine truth, so as to 
make yourself dearer than ever to your brethien. Dont for- 
get, that humility is the true path—way to exaltation. 

I think you might publish, to say the least, this letter in your 
Harbinger; and the Paineville and Bethel communications. 

It would be worthy of true magnanimity, to open your pa- 
per tothem you have injured. ’ . 

<9 


Dear Brother Thomas, 

[I send you the above letter as being 
abouta copy of what I some time since sent to bro. C. I am 
not unwilling to sustain you, as far as God may enable me, in 
the present trials, and with you to face, as faras necessary, 
eyen a world of storm, Let us not confide in an arm of flesh, 
but in the liring and Almighty God. After waiting the duc 
time, you can, (unless there may be good reason to the contra- 
ry,) publish the above letter, also that in a former letter I stated 
to bro. C. my reasons for having shown his April letter to you 
and some of the brethren, viz: to you, to guard you against 
expressious as might wound bro. Campbell;—to the-brethren 
for the purpose of inducing them to use means for the recon- 
ciliation of brethren Thomas and Campbell. 

Yours in the blessed hope, 
A. ANDERSON. 


o7 


REFORMATION IN RICHMOND. 
| Chapter 1. 

The Metropolis of a State is generally the centre of all poli- 
tical and ecclesiastical affairs; and the minds of men are for the 
most part directed thither, as to the fountains of supericr intel- 
ligence and virtue. People are apt to think, that the inhabi- 
tants of great cities are something more than common; but this 
illusion vanishes by a residence amongthem. The first metro- 

lis was built by Cain, the murderer of his brother; he called 
it Enoch, after his son, and it soon beeame the seat of man’s 
wickedness, Which was great inthe Earth. The Citiesot the 
Plain, Nineveh, Babylon, Rome, Paris, and London, some of 
the greatest and most magnificent of cities, have never been 
conspicuous for any thing but ‘the lust of the flesh, the lust ot 
the eye, and the pride of life” Like Cain, the tounder ot Ci- 
ties, they have sooner or later ‘become the habitation of demons, 
the hold of every unclean spirit, and the cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird.’ It seems to be a habit of our unfortunate 
race, to become eminent in crime in proportion to the multi- 
tudes which herd together. The fear of God, and ‘the righte- 
ousness Which he requires’ are at an infinite discount; the pur- 
suit of sordid gain, sensual gratification, and intrigue, give zest 
to the life of a metropolitan. The exceptions are ‘like angel’s 
visits, few and far between.’ There are a few, and but a iew. 
They are like a drop in the ocean, lost in the surrounding mas- 
ses. 

We have lived in London, New York, Philadelphia, and 
Richinond; and have. therefore, tolerable experience ot what 
wespeak. Dr. Samuel Johnson observed of London, that it 
was ‘the common sewer of Paris, and of Rome; and had he 
lived in the Cities of this Continent, from the extreme north 
to the furthest South, he would doubtless have borne the same 
kind of testimony coneerning them. In no places is Reforma- 
tion more needed, and in none is it less prosperous. 

In London it can searcely be said to have a being. In New 
York itis named. There is a something there recognized as 
an intregal of ‘this reformation. There are said to be three 
distinet and opposite bodies of Reformers in that City. A di- 
vision, Which proves the existence of the leaven of corruption 
amongthem. In Philadelphia it is also named, and said to 
be in peace; but from experience we believe it to be the peace-~ 
fulness of sleep. In Baltimore, an united body cf Reformers 
once existed. When we were in that City, we were much 
gratified with their acquaintance; but events have proved, that 
the bond of union among them was not é/e truth; for if it had, 
they would have been one to this day. They are now two par- 
ties in opposition. On which side the fault lies we know not; 





but so it is: and as surely as effect follows cause, the leaven of 


corruption is working some where. In Richmond a nominxal 
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reformation has existed for a few years; but like the Reforma- 
tion of its contemporary cities, itis one that has long needed 
to be repented of. 

Now we would inquire, what is the cause of ‘this reforma- 
tion’ splitting in these several cities, not to mention other 
places? It has been fairly tried in Baltimore at least; yet there, 
separation prevails between professors of the ‘One Faith.’— 
To our mind it appears, that ‘this reformation” is deficient of 
a scriptural bond of union. The intelligent belief and obe- 
dience of the truth is not made the bond; but an indefinite and 
general assent to the theory of the Ancient Gospel and order 
of things. By the bond of union, we do not mean among 
Churches as composing a denomination; but among professors 
as composing the several Churches. For a Church to be unit- 
ed and peaceful, the bulk of it must receive the truth in good 
and honest hearts. Itis not the conversion of men to the same 
theory that will unite them in Christian bonds; their disposi- 
tions must be changed by the truth; in other words, their old 
man mustbe slain. When this is effected, and the unadulter- 
ated word obeyed, they will live together in harmony and peace. 
Men must embrace the One Lord, the One Faith, the One 
Baptism, and the One Hope—if they would all be one in word 
anddeed. Opinion should be free as the air they bieathe. The 
liberty of free discussion ought to be saered among them. 
To interdict this is to deciee that the intelligence of one man, 
shall be the standard of all. Which in this age is preposte- 
rous. 

From the Reformation exhibited in the Atlantic Cities we 
are convinced that it needs to be reformed, or rather, as Broth- 
er Emmons expresses it to be extended; and in no place more 
than in Richmond, as will more fully appear by the following 
narrative. 

In the April number of the Harbinger for 1832, is this 
netice. “Sixty-eight persons have been compelled to with- 
draw from the First Baptist Church in Richmond, because 
they wished to submit to the government of the Twelve A pos- 
tles rather than to the opinions of a clerical council.” Now 
judging from information derived from certain of the sixty-eight, 
we are persuaded that the bulk of them must have blushed 
when they read this with a conviction of the underserved 
honor bestowed upon them by Mr. Campbell. No doubt Mr. 
C. supposed he was publishing the correct reason of their s¢pa- 
ration; but, we can on good authority affirm, that he was alto- 
gether mistaken. The sixty-eight did not come out, because 


* We term all the Churches which are or have been in Mr. Campbell's 
fellowship ‘this reformation;’ not invidiously, but by way of distinction.— 
He seems to have adopted # in his writings; we think, therefore, we may 
use it without giving offence to. any one. Though excommunicated by 
hima we are still fellowshipped by churches comprehended in the phrase.— 
We regard the present order of things as of the transition period or the 
passing out of Babylon to Jerusalem. Eptror. 
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they wished to submit to the governmentof the Twelve Apos 
tles. Nothing appears to have been further trom their 
thoughts. 

From all we have been able te learn, it appears that there 
wee not more than three or four called Campbellites, in the 
Baptist Church. These were Jones, Davis, W. Bootwright, 
andJoseph Woodson. Jones, who was Agent for the Harbin- 
ger, 1s dead; Davis is removed; W. Bootwright is of the rem- 
pant of the sixty-eight; and Joseph Woodson, because obnox- 
jous to the family ot arich man, has recently been excluded. 
Two or more of these four were obnoxious to the Lord of the 
Church, named John Kerr, and it was determined to get nd of 
them at allevents. But before this waecariied into effect, Mr. 
Thomas Campbell visited Richmond. He was introduced to 
Mr. Kerr, who received him very graciously, and continued to 
entertain a kindly disposition towards him, until he found the 
old gentleman’s popularity threatened to jeopardize his own.— 
He had promised him the use of Ais pulpit on the ensuing sun- 
day morning; but finding how things were working, although 
his appointment had been announced in the papers, he 
refused to ratify it, and in spite of all remonstrance, deter- 
mined tooccupy the time himself. W. Bootwright was chief 
remonstrant, which tended ouly to make him more obnoxious 
than before; added to which, an act of rebellion against his 
‘pastor’s’ authority, in procuring the Capito! for Mr. Thomas 
Campbell, who owing *to the excitement consequent of Mr. 
Kerr’s conduct, obtained a larger audience than he would other- 
wise have done. 

Somewhere about this time the Southampton insurrection 
broke out; and one of the members of the Baptist Church, was 
despatched by the Governor in command of a company to as- 
sist in restoring order in the disturbed region. A brother ot 
this commander, according to the Baptist order belonged to 
the company. His name was Porter. Upon their return, he 
is said to have charged his Officer with drunkenness, who is 
alleged to have lost his cap on the boat, without being able to 
account foritinany way. We must here do him the justice 
to say, that he denies the truth of the accusation. For our 
Own part, we give no opinion in the case; and would here say, 
that we regret the necessity of mentioning the ciicumstance at 
all: but the history of reformation in Richmond requires it. 

The case of this gentleman was brought before the Baptist 
-Church, and we have heardit from several, who profess friend- 
ship for him, though we believe that profession to be hollow- 
hearted, that there is no doubt, but that had the examination of 
the case been completed, he would have been turned out for 
drunkenness. Here then were two cases of discipline,—one 
for factious and heretical opposition to the Lord over the flock;— 
the other, for inebriety. ‘The subjects of these twocases had 
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each their partisans. The subject of alleged inebriety is saiq 
to have been quite popular with many of the members; his 
own immediate connexons were numerous in the Church of 
which, his father was a deacon of long and respecta- 
ble standing. Therefore, rather than permit their friend to 
be put owt under such a charge they determined to wake 
common cause with the Campbellites and the party thed had 
got up. 

The resolution of this case of discipline for heresy came 
on first. After much talking at several meetings a motion was 
passed requesting the ‘Campbellites’ to withdraw. The fol- 
lowing was the preamble and resolution, in writing, offered by 
Mr. Kerr. 

Whereas it is evident that a party has arisen in this Church, 
entertaining opinions of scripture doctrine and Church govern 
ment materially different from those of the great body of this 
Church, and all the regular Baptist Churches in Virginta: And 
whereas, out of these discordant opinions and views a state of 
feelmg has grown very unfavorable to the peace. honor and 
piety of the Church,—Therefore, 

Resolved, That this Church earnestly recommend to those 
who have embraced these new doctrines and opinions to with- 
draw from us, and become a separate people, worshipping God 
according to their own views of propriety.” 

“SIMON FRAYSER, Clerk.” 

Religious Herald, March 9, 1832. 


A few it was anticipated, would avail themselves of the re- 


quest; but these few had been more active in proselyting adhe- 
rents than was supposed.f The two parties, already named. 
coalesced; and complying with their pastor’s request, came out 
under the flag of reform. It would have been well had they 
reformed indeed. But what fruits of reformation were to be ex- 
pected from such materials! We have often heard certain o! 
their members express great regret, that they had made com- 
mon cause with the military party. They were convinced 
they had begun wrong, and that it would be exceedingly difii 


cultto get mght, if at all. None but those who have been 


t“They (those of the military party,) knew that abouteight members, in 
whom they had high confidence, were the only persons whom they then 
determined to get rid of; and bag themselves entirely dissatisfied with the 
proceedings of the majority; and farther, believing that if these brethren 
were removed, that they themselves would have to renounce their belief, or 
in turn be severally excluded,” they resolved to withdraw &e. Sec Letter 


From ‘C’ to Mr. Campbell, Vol. 3. p. 525.—This is not the real state of the 


ease. We are informed by certain who signed the resolution to withdraw, 
that the exclusion would have been of the writer of thatletter on the charge 
of inebriety, and not on account of his belief. His relations, it was probs- 
ble, would have left the Church in consequence. 
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of a man connected with them as a member of such a body. 
Having withdrawn at Mr. Kerr’s request, they proceeded to 

organize themselves into achurch. Mr. T. Campbell having 

returned to Richmond, aided by his advice their constitution. 

fiders and Deacons were appointed; and te show how little 

the twelve Apostles were consulted, they made their brother 
«’ who had been charged with inebriety, because of his speak- 
ing taleat, one of their Elders: and as Mr. James Bootwright 
who proposed him, intormed us, they made his brother-in-law 
a deacon ‘to keep him quiet.’ The latter, said the old gentle- 
man, ‘Was a very troublesome man in the Baptist Church; I 
therefore, proposed him, as one of the deacons in order to keep 
him quiet”?—If this was not setting the Apostles at diffiance, 
we now notwhatis. An Elder is required to ‘have a good re- 
port with them who arejwithout,’ he ‘must be unblamabied,’ ‘pru 

deat,’ of comely behaviour,’ ‘not given to wine’ and so forth; 
and the deacons must also be ‘without blame’ and ‘grave.’— 
Now to show how little confidence existed between this deacon 
aad elder, it may be mentioned, that the deacon threw up his 
commission and left the Church, declaring that he could no 
longer remain in it while his brother-in-law was elder! One 
would suppose from this, that he could by no means fellowship 
miguity; and yet, sometime after his restoration to fellowship, 
he was put out of the Church for gambling! 

Some degree of sympathy was excited among the citizens 
of Richmond, by the treatment they were supposed innocently 
to have received at the hands of Mr. Kerr and his party. They 
availed themselves of this demonstration, and asa fruit of their 
principles, proceeded to collect funds, by a general subscription, 
forthe purpose of erecting a spacious brick house to meet in.— 
This enterprise was thus noticed in the Harbinger for May, 
1832, “The Churches engaged in the reformation are all alive 
tothe good work. There is one now raising in Richmond, 
having a subscription of more than 5000 dollars, which has 
purchased a lot contiguous to the City Hall and Capitol, on 
which will be erected a brick building, 50 by 70 feet, to be com- 
pleted in November next.” And it might have been added, that 
in order to present as showy a front to the world as the rest 
of the ‘Churches,’ it would be adorned with a handsome pulpit, 
and crimson velvet cushion, at a cost of about 90 dollars!! « It 
would have been well had the builders ot this house attended 
io Mr. Campbell’s advice in the same number—“let not the 
walls of the house, nor any thing in it, reproach our profes- 
sion.”—-The subscription of 5000 dollars fell far short of its 
nominal amount. Some 12 or 14 hundred dollars is still due 
to the carpenter. We aink, that it would be much more in 
keeping with the doctrine of the Apostles, were this debt of 
some six years standing liquidated, than that they should con- 
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tinue toowe that, while they agree to raise some hundreds pe, 
annum for another purpose! To incur a Jarger debt than 
they have yet been able to pay, for the gratification of ‘the pride 
of life,’ was one of the first fruits of reformation in Richmond. 
How much in harmony with apostolic practiceto go a begginc 
to the world for money to build a house for an apostolic Chure) 
to meet in! 

Concerning the separation of these discordant materia); 
from the Baptist Church, Mr. Campbell remarks, “the breth- 
renin Richmond devoted to the Apostles’ doctrine and the or/. 
ginal constitution of the Christian kingdom, conducted them. 
selves in so much conformity to the mild, gentle, and long-su/. 
fering spirit of our religion, as to have even extorted the adm). 
ration of the very persons themselves who were determined t 
exclude them, or cause them to separate from their commu. 
nion.” Mr. Campbell no doubt believed he was speaking truly 
when commending the devotion of the sixty-eight* to the Apos. 
tles’ doctrine. But, besides what has been narrated, we hay; 
been informed, that many came out because tired of the re- 
straints even of a Baptist Church. And from experience, we 
have proved the truth of this in their walk and conduct while 
we sojourned among them. Some have been expelled for 
drunkenness and fighting in the streets; two for gambling; onc 
for receiving stolen goods; one for frequenting houses of | 
fame; others of them were prominent actors at City elections, 
public revels, the boon companions of the wicked; and others 
scarcely darkened the doors of the Meeting House once in six 
months for the. worship of God! Two have gone over to th. 
Universalists, and several are living without even ‘a form of 
godliness’ in the world! Such were some of the devoted sixty- 
eight who so ‘firmly and gracefully withdrew!”} 

n October 1833, Mr. Campbell and others visited Richmond. 
A meeting of some days continuance was held, at which man\ 
from the region round about were present. The sayings and 
doings of the occasion are placed on record in the Millennial 
Harbinger of that year, page 563. It is there stated, that the 
Messrs Campbell and their travelling companions met David 


* We use the phrase ‘the sixty-eight’ for on not that we would ap- 
ly our strictures to all, but only to the majority of them. Some of the 
best members the Church ever possessed are of eT 
TOR. 
tOne of the sixty-eight called upon us when Jast in Richmond, and in 


of his expulsion, complained that Elder Glenn had expelled him 
agen Seal iving a negro woman 30 lashes and applying pepper and spi- 


yat to them who with a knife in heviichd ead tieentoned 0 





stab him; while C— C———,, who had inflicted 106 on a female ser- 
vant for impertinence, was retained on account of his wealth. This is part 


Reformation in Richmond, s¢ full of grace when it withdrew from the 
Bepust Church! 


2, 
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§. Burnett, and a number of the members of the Church in 
the City, at Bethesda; a meeting house, some 10 miles distant. 
During the meeting several addressed the citizens, who appear- 
tohave assembled in considerable numbers. ‘The house,’ 
says Mr. Campbell, ‘large as 1¢ is, was, on several occasions, 
quite too smald to accommodate all who wished to hear.’ Much 
excellent discourse appears to have been laid before them; but 
we are not informed whether ‘the brethrem acted a noble part 
in singing, exhortation and prayer,’ ur not. Nodoubt the mat- 
ter touched the hearts of several; for, if we remember rightly, 
itis testified by eye witnesses, that so ‘feeling and touching 
was the address of Albert Anderson, that it started the tears 
from the eyes of Mr. Campbell himself. 

The result of this meeting, as far as the Sycamore Church 
was concerned, was to stirup a spirit of operation on an expen- 
sive scale, and toadd some 25toits originalnumber. Of these, 
16 were immersed from among the non-professors; and the re~ 
mainder were added from the Baptist Church in Richmond and 
the County. ‘Thus at this period the Church amounted to 93 
members, of whom, only sixteen were from the non-professing 
world; the rest were of the First and Second Baptist Churches, 
the property of Messrs John Kerr and Taylor. Concerning 
these Churches, Mr. Campbell records, that while he was in 
Richmond, ‘Bishop Kerr’s flock was fed by Elder Hinton; while 
the former was engaged in milking the goats, and paling inthe 
sheep in the lower country. Elder Taylor, he continues, still 
holds the sceptre over the Second Church.’ 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the fellow-travellers dis- 
persed some to North Carolina, some to the lower counties, 
and Mr. Campbell to Amelia County, where we fiad him pen- 
ning ‘Notes ona Tour to New York. No2,” in the room itself, 
in which, we are now writing! Thearticle is dated Nov. 6, 
1833, at ‘Bro. Townes’.” We there see that his Baptist oppo- 
nents termed his paper a ‘a pernicious and infidel publication.’ 
We are taught by it, that such at present is the disturbed state 
of society—so violent the opposition—and so unsettled the 
public mind in this wits (Amelia,) and some other parts 
of the State, that the gospel, however clearly profounded, can- 
not make much visible effect. The amount of argument and 
evidence which <> in the absence of these circumstances, 
bring tens into the kingdom, will here only give units. This 
is however, the seed time, and it is a cold dry seed time; more- 
over the cutworms are busy underground; but by the patience and 
perseverance of the husbandmen, a good crop may be gathered,’ 
Thus wrote Mr, Campbell in 1833; and this was the state in 
which we found the County when we came to it. The ‘cut- 
worms,’ of which he is agreat one, are busily at work to under- 
mine the effect of our labors; yet the people will hear, and judge 
and perhaps may yet deliver a righteous verdict for the truth to 
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some scriptural extent. ‘Many are called but few chosen,’ be 
cause few obey. But to return. 


Concerning the Church in Richmond in connexion with 
others, Mr. Campbell says, “all the Churches evince a full de 
termination to follow the truth whithersoever it leads them.”— 
Our testimony is not in harmony with this; and we believe we 
have had a more ample opportunity of testing the truth of the 
determination in relation to Richmond thanhe. Their theor; 
and practice have been and are flagrantly at variance, as we 
shall show in the course of this narrative. 


We have said, that one effect of the ‘big meeting in 1833 
was to stir up a spiritof operation, or rather speculation, upon 
an expensive scale. Mr. Campbell published ‘an eulogy on the 
evangelical talents of brother Burnet. “It would be of immense 
importance tothe good cause,” said he, ‘could Brother Burnet: 
be induced to continue his labors as an evangelist in this re- 
gion. The brethren are all alive to this subject, and no doub: 
every needful exertion will be made on their part to encourage 
him in the work.” Vol. 3. p. 565. William Bootwright and 
Joseph Woodson have from time to time informed us of the 
pecuniary speculations of this excitable period. It was inagi- 
tation to establish a printing office in Richmond by shares.— 
Three thousand dollars were estimated as necessary to procure 
materials, and to commence the business of a weekly paper ov 
the side of reform. David S. Burnett was to be the Editor and 
ge, ge of that section ata salary of 1000 dollars per annum! 
Whether he was to be guaranteed 600 dollars as Evangelist, 
and 1000 additional as Editor, in all 1600 per annum, or as stat- 
ed 1000 for fulfilling the functions of the two, we are not now 
accurately informed. However, W. Bootwright can answer 
all inquiries upon this particular. The agitation of these 
things seem to have detained brother D. S. B. in eastern Vir- 
ginia, some time after Mr. Campbell’s return home. Ina letter 
dated ‘Richmond, Va.’ he tells Mr. Campbell that he had been 
absent from Richmond about 60 days and had then just retum- 
ed.” His conferences with the members in that City and else- 
where, did not ultimate in any thing determinate;and the whole 
scheme was abandoned. Altogether he staid in the City, “oi! 
andon,” we believe, about six or seven weeks. His brethren 
treated him with great liberality, under the idea of “inducing 
him to continue his labors as an evangelist” among them. But 
suddenly, it is said, he resolved to leave, alleging as the cause, 
that he was losing dollars in the west by handfuls;—and so 
urgent was he to leave the City, that though in the practice 
of preaching funerals, it is also said, he pre not be prevailed 


upon to delay one day to pronounce an oration over the deceased 
relative of a fraternal friend. No doubt he had good reasons 
in his awn view, though the circumstances of his departure 
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occasioned some severe animadversions upon him, as will here- 
after appear. 

Our authority for these statements, which all occurred be- 
fore our residence in Richmond, is William Bootwright the 
Agent for the Har binger and our confidantand friend, as faras we 
knew, during our sojourn in Richmond. We scarcely ever did 

thing in the way of public affairs, without consulting him. 
Believing him better experienced in some things than ourselves 
we invariably advised with him before proceeding to act. So 
unlimited was the confidence we placed in him, that we gave 
him full liberty to open all our letters delivered for us in our 
absence, those only excepted, which came from England and 
which were exclusively domestic. So well known was this 
intimacy, that we have since learned, that when walking the 
streets in company, it would be remarked, ‘there go the Doc- 
tor and his guide."—-To him we were introduced. He was our 
first acquaintance in Richmond, and from that time to this na 
word of offence has personally occurred between us. We be- 
lieved him to be a man of principle and honesty, and therefore 
we confided in him without reserve. It is to him we are chief 
ly indebted for all we know of persons and things in Richmond. 
previously to our residence there. He has often told us, that 
we were too credulous of men; and that we were too apt to’sup- 
pose that their sincerity was in proportion to their professions. 
Weregret to say, that we have indeed proved the truth of his 
remarks, in more instances than one; as he himself can t®&tify. 
The following is an extract from the letter of a mutual acquaint- 
ance, “this same William Bootwright was at one time one of 
your best friends. He told me of all men, you were the most 
wonest, for he said, he had tried you sufliciently. He made 
use of a similar conversation to my father, as he informed me 
when-he visited me last. He said he had reminded him of it, 
which caused him to get very angry with him.”—But we will 
pass.on. Such was W. Bootwright’s opinion of Reformation 
in Richmond, that he has often agreed, that it was nothing but 
the bricks and mortar of the meeting house which kept the 
Church from falling to pieces. 

We have derived many facts also from Joseph Woodson and 
others of the sixty-eight. In the. general they all testify the 
same thing, and especially, that though, when they so “firmly 
and gracefully withdrew from the Baptist Church, they got 
along tolerably so long as there was a pressure from without, 
but when that began to be withdrawn, and they had to depend 
on principle, having no confidence in one another, the warmth 
of their feelings was chilled into distance and aversion. 

_ We shall conclude this chapter by observiug, that about this 
ume there wasa breeder of mischief among the members, who 
isto this day unknown. They occupied their time in writing, 


anonymous letters, the object of which was to forment discor 
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and distrust inthe Church. W. Bootwright was the chief 
object of their insidious attacks. Many conjectures have been 
hazarded_as to their author; but nothing certain has been ascey- 
tained. For a considerable time this anonymous letter- 
writing ceased; but we hear it has again revived. From what 
we hear, certain wholesome and unpleasant truths are stated 
concerning divers parties; but however true or deserved, their 
assassin-like attacks are dastardly and mean. 


( To be continued.) 
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THE EDITOR TO MR. WALLIS OF NOTTINGHAM, 
ENGLAND. 
Liserty, Ameuia, Va. 
May ith, 1838. 
Dea: Brother Wallis, 

All nature is smiling around us, and has 
once more afforded us an illustration of the resurrection from 
the dead. Spring has come, and with it have again put forth, 
according to the law of God, the energies of the vegetable 
world. This season of the year often reminds me of the say- 
ing of the Apostle, in substance—if there be no resurrection, 
certainly, they who are dead are perished.’ The Autumn is 
the dying hour of the leafy tribes. Winter succeeds, and 
they are fallen asleep as it were, in the embrace of death. Bu: 
though dead, they have not perished; for to perish is to die 
eternally. Had they samlabelt Spring might indeed return, 
but with it we should behold, no buds, no leaves, nor blos- 
soms. ‘To perish, they must die; but to die is not to perish, as 
every planter knows. You see through Spring, through Sum- 
mer, and through Autumn a tree without foliage, peeled, scath- 
ed, and blasted. That tree died, and is perished. It never 
can be resuscitated. It will rot and mould away until 
its form is lost and its substance commingled with the dust.— 
This is the end of it; it is dead, perished, and destroyed wit 
an everlasting destruction from the face of all the earth. But 
in Winter you see many leafless trees; the forests here !ook 
black, dried, withered, dead. They are not perished, because 
in spring they will rise again toa new vegetable life and be 
again clothed in all the splendid drapery of Nature. But why 
do I write you thus? Itis, that the death or perdition of the Ani 
mal World, may, by its vegetable type, be presented to you! 
understanding in the most simple and intelligible form. For 
just so is the death, perdition and resurrection of Animal Men. 

he vegetable and animal kingdoms are both under the same laws 
They are both subject to death; certain of their subjects are 
equally liable to perish and these excepted, they both rise agaw 
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toa new life. ‘If a man die shall he live again? said Job.— 
Yes, says, Paul, ‘for this corruptible sopy must put on inecor- 
ruption; and this mortal Bopy, must put on immortality. But 
if Job’s question had been answered negatively, then, the race 
of man would be like the brutes; it would die to perish; because 
it would live no more. But God has so loved our race, that 
he wills, that it shall not perish like a blasted tree, but, like the 
Spring-born forest, live again, and that unendingly. 

‘If Christ has not been raised,’ says Paul, ‘they who are fall- 
en asleep in Christ, are perished.’ That is, they have become 
like a blasted oak, or rotten grain; they cannot be again. Now, 
from the saying of the Apostle, the following proposition is 
fairly deducible. The future being or existence of men in anoth- 
er and a better world, depends upon the veritability of the re- 
surrection of Jesus; if he did not rise from the dead, then ‘all 
men die and perish as the brutes; but 7f he didrise then 
all of them, who obey God, will also rise again and die no 
more. Hence men live for ever, not because they have in them 
‘immortal souls’ derived from Adam, but because Jesus rose 
trom the dead, and they obey. If Jesus did not rise, then there 
is no resurrection of the dead, and it the dead do not rise, there 
is no eternal life for man in heaven. And if this doctrine be 
true, the dogmas of the ‘Immortality of the Soul, of an im- 
material and immortal Spiritin man capable of an abstract ex- 
istence independent of matter, and so forth, are false and alto- 
gether out of the record. For, if man can live forever by vir- 
tue of an immaterial, immortal, principle within him asa con- 
stituentof his humanity, then life and incorruptibility came by 
Adam, and not by Jesus Christ, through the Gospel of his re- 
surrection! And what Christian of intelligence will venture 
to affirm this! Alas! there are too many, who not only affirm 
: in substance, but proscribe as infidel materialists those who 

eny. 

God is not ‘severe, reaping where he has not sown and 
gathering where he has not scattered.’ Therefore, I say, he 
does not exact obedience where he has given no law, nor does 
he inflict the same kind of punishment on him who sins with- 
out law, and on him who transgresses under law. ‘At the 
times of ignorance,’ Paul told the Athenians, ‘God winked,’ 
or overlooked them. How did he overlook them? By leaving 
them a prey to thei: own iniquity, which wrought in them 
‘death ending in death, or perdition unending and complete. 
But when he revealed his will and pleasure by the Apostles to 
those hitherto sitting in the darkness of ignorance, he then 
left them without excuse, and placed them under a dispensa- 
tion of grace and truth. Thus, by shining into their minds 
the light of his glorious gospel, which he confirmed by power- 
ful signs and operations, he made them accountable to Him 
for their obedience or disobedience; and it was upon theirown 
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individual and national responsibility that they refused to obey, 
or to continue in his favor. Individually and collectively, th. 
Nations to whom the Gospel was given, either forsook Chris; 
or corrupted the New Institution. For this cause, the Roman 
Empire passed away, its population was plagued, and their de. 
scendants placed under the tyrannies of the Old and New 
Worlds. Made accountable by Divine Communications, they 
were placed ina new relation to a future state. Eternal life 
with happiness, anda Second Death more dreadful than the 
first, were placed before them. They were free to choose, and 
free to reject. If Life Eternal were their choice, a resurrection 
was promised them as a means of entering upon it; if they re- 
fused it, they rejected the counsel of God against themselves, 
and became obnoxious to the decree, that they should be 
raised from the dead to suffer punishment. 

You inquire—‘Are all the descendants of those who once 
had the Gospel accountable or not? If not, how long after 
they had sinned the gospel away, was it before their accounta. 
bility ceased? Was Exodus xxxiv. 7. applicable only to the 
Jews? Is not Jehovah the same to all generations, and is not 
the mention of the third and fourth generations putting a def- 
nite for an indefinite number? 

In the 18th verse of the preceding chapter, Jehovah informed 
Moses that he would cause all his goodness to pass before him, 
and that he would proclaim to him his name or character.— 
Now these are the attributes Which make up the character oi 
the Lord Jehovah as recorded by Moses—‘The Lord, the Lord, 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving ini- 
quity, and transgression, and sin, and that will by no means 
clear (the condemned); visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third 
and fourth (descendants ).’—I consider ¢his proclamation as ge- 
neral, and not particular; for God is as much the God of the 
Gentiles as of the Jews;—‘is he,’ says Paul ‘the God ot the 
Jews only, and not of the Gentiles also? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also.”—I do not, therefore, think that Exodus xxxiv. 7. is ap 
plicable to the Jews only, but to the whole human race as re- 
lated to God. The visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth generation of their descend 
ants, physically and morally obtains even to this day. You 
— see it illustrated in every family and nation’ which are 
suffering under hereditary natural and moral disorders of body 
and estate. In aaertain sense ‘all the descendants of those 
who once had the Gospel’ are suffering the evil consequences 
of its corruption and consequent rejection by their forefathers. 
The descendants are to this day rendering an account for the 
fathers’ misdeeds, and justly, fot they continue to fij!, up the 
measure of their predecessors’ iniquity. Why did the Aristo- 
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eracy, Priests, and wealthy subjects of the French Monarchy 
suffer so dreadfully under the ‘reign of terror;’ why were the 
Nations deluged in blood by Napoleon; why was Italy made to 
drink so deeply the cup of bitterness, and the throne of the 
Pope himself subjected to insult; why are Spain and Portuga) 
bleeding at every pore:—why are these countries of Modern 
Rome thus plagued by war, pestilence, and famine? Why, but 
because ‘they have poured forth the blood of Saints and Pro- 
phets,’ therefore it is that God has ‘given them blood to drink, 
for they are worthy.” 

But you would like to know if ‘all the descendants of those 
who once had the Gospel’ are liable to the punishment of the 
Second Death. If I understand you rightly, this is the object 
of your inquiry? Paul speaks of a ‘just punishment’ which 
certain are to suffer, ‘who know not God and obey not the gos- 
pel” This he trms ‘an everlasting destruction from his pre- 
sence, and the glory of his power.’ This is foretold as to come 
upon the ‘Apostacy,’ at the coming, or revelation of the Lord. 
I do not therefore, consider this ‘just punishment’ as the same 
thing with the Second Death; for the subjects of the Second 
Death are to be raised before they suffer; whereas the subjects 
of the ‘everlasting destruction seemed to be the living of the 
me. roe on the Earth at the coming of Christ. I think that 
temporal punishment ending in death eternal constitute ‘the 
just punishment’ to which the destroyed of the Modern Na- 
tions, who have not the Holy Scriptures, and whose religion 
has always been Romanism in some form or other, are and will 
be more fearfully subject. But that those, to whom the gospel 
was authoritatively made known, and those alsoamong whom 
God has caused his Word to be established, these I think con. 
stitute the class of this Dispensation, who are liable to a resur- 
rection to suffer the punishment of the Second Death. I can- 
not at present answer your inquiry more precisely. You must 
oo the scriptures, and try these opinions by that unerring 
rule. 

You say, ‘were all Quadrupeds possessed of the same organi- 
zation as man, they might on my principle become as inteili- 
gent and as immortal as a Man.’ When you say ‘the same 
organization,’ I suppose you mean the same cerebral orgawiza- 
tion; because, if he had the same animal organization in gene- 
ral, he would cease to be a quadruped, he would be a biped ia 
fact a Man. Such a supposition implies an inpenetblity a 
For to give a quadruped the same cerebral organization as wb- 
tains in man, you would have to change his head to the human 
form. You would have also to remodel his vocal organs, and 
soforth. ButI need not dwell longer on this, as 1 descanted 
sufficiently upon it in my last. 

I have received the Messenger for April. I also send you 
the Advocate as regularly as it is published) 1am now pub-~ 
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lishing the Debate. As soon.as it is finished I will forward it 


to you. [suppose you have received the paicel of books by 
this time, Wineore: they get to hand, I sheuld like to be in. 

formed of their arrival. 
_T refer you to the Advocate and Harbinger for news in rela- 
ith. tron to events among us.. The evidence for both is recorded 
is there; and as an impartial inquirer after truth you must judge 
4 aecording to it. I shall not seek to bias you one way or the 
4, agher Judge righteous-judgement and I have mo fear of the 

oe Be result. 


it gives me pleasure to hear from my countrymen on the 
subject of the religion of the Lord Christ. The time will soon 
arrive when we shall meet, I hope, in his kingdom, without a 
great Atlantic Gulph between us; till then, however, let us 
cheerfully avail ourselves of the privileges within our reach, 
and an interchange of thoughts and feelings by letter is not one 
of the least. It is possible I may visit England again; if I do 
I shall certainly visit you. At present the prospect is not a 
near one. The affairs of the kingdom are too important to be 
neglected; if I were to return now for a short space, they would 
certainly say [had fled, But ‘forward’ and not ‘retreat’ are th: 
orders of our superior. 


_ Farewell for the present and believe me 
Affectionately yours in the hope and pursuit of Immor- 


tality, 
JOHN THOMAS 
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“THE MORNING WATCH.” 


We received a letter sore time previous to the issue o! the 


& 


6 - 


is first number of this publication, to which we replied. In No. } 
‘= we unexpectedly found an extract from it, with a note append. 
ih ed to it by one of the Editors. These documents are as follow:— 
) . Letter from J. Thomas M. D. of Virginia to John M. Barnes 

| F Co-Editor So. Ca, 


Dear Brother, | 
I am glad you have taken up the subject of the 


Sear, 
* oe St Y, 


hE Earnie and indeed speedy return of our Master. It oughi to 
Be e the very pith and marrowof a Christian’s hope: for unless 
& he return, there will be no resurrection of the just; no trans- 
4 formation of the living. Not a day passes over my head, bu‘ 
<: I long to see him here.. fam sick at heart, when I reflect on 
ih the world, civil, and ecclesiastical, as itis. But we shall reap, 
i it we faint not. We must, therefore, keep on looking unto 
ii Jesus, who, when he.comes, will bring our reward with him. 


¢ 
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‘ 


There are few who car discern the signs of the times. They 
hear of revolution upon revolution; of the universal effort of 
the people to gain the ascendancy over Monarchy and Aristo- 
cracy; they hear of the Chamber of Peers being abolished in 
divers countries, and of attempts to effect the same thing in 
England; national Religions both in Protestant and Catholic 
countries, are being aubverted; in short, they are aware, 
that there is a struggle throughout Christendom between “the 
three unclean spirits,” and “the Courts of Kings,” in other 
words between Democratic licence, and Kingly despotism, 
and yet they cannot see that the end of the times of the Gen- 
tiles isathand! The end, when the great voice from the tem- 
ple of heaven from the throne, shall issue forth, saying, “It is 
done.” Let me urge upon your attention the 16th Rev. It 
is a continuation of the 11th chap. from the 13th verse. The 
first 16 verses occupy a place between the 13th and 1bthof the 
‘ith. The 7th angel of the 11th, is identical with the seven an- 
els of the 16th or seven vial periods of the 7th trumpet.— 
hapter] 6th beginsin 1793, and is not yet ended.” 


JOHN THOMAS, M. D. 





There is no subject, after the gift of the Son of God and 
Eternal life through him, so delightful to our hearts as the se- 
cond Coming of our Lord. It is indeed the “pith and marrow 
of the christian’s hope;” and we are determined to be indefati- 
gable and untiring in our efforts to set forth this matter in a 
clear and scriptural light before our readers; in order that their 
faith may not stand in the wisdom of men but in the testimony 
and veracity of God. 


We do believe that Jesus Christ will shortly stand person- 
ALLY AND LITERALLY on earth, to accomplish all the glorious 
purposes of his second coming; which purposes are of fearful 
import to all opposing powers and glorious indeed to his friends. 


We are determined not to be visionary or dogmatieal; en- 
thusiastic we may be, but it shall be an enthusiasm inspired 
by the heaven born hope of soon beholding the Son of God 
coming in “the clouds of heaven,” as OUR REDEEMER, to oy 
gloriously with his saints. Allelujah! shout, O! you saints for 
your redemption is nigh! Amen. 

The determination above expressed constrains us to ask of 
brother Thomas his reasons for the assertion contained in his 
letter about the 16th and 11th chapters of Revelation. We do 
believe that he will not require of us an apology for laying before 
ur readers a part of what was intended only for our eye. 


JOHN M. BARNES. 
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Remarks. 

It would take more space than we can at this time afford, to 
Zive our reasons for the assertions about Rev. 1ith and 16th, 
indeed as it is our intention, in the course of our editorial |a- 
bors, to illustrate the unsealed Apocaly pSe as far as tis fulfill- 
ed, it would be premature to come out with our reasons in full 
upon this occasion. We would just observe, in brief, that 
it is agreed by the best interpreters, that Rev. xi. 13 con. 
tains a prediction of the great political earthquake, which at 
the close of the 18th century, overthrew the Monarchy, Aris- 
tocracy, and Hierarchy of France, the tenth horn of the Beast, 
or a tenth part of the Anti-christian Kingdom. This was the 
Consummation of the Second Woe, which was ‘quickly’ suc- 
ceeded by the Third. Of the Seven Trumpets, the fifth, sixth, 
aud seventh, may be termed Woe Trumpets; because of the 
load voice which echoed through the midst of heaven saying 
“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth by reason of 
the other sounds of the trumpets of the three Angels, which 
are yet to sound!” ch. viii. 13.—The third Woe, then, was the 
Yhird Woe Trumpet; the consummation of which is outlined 
in the 15—19 verses of Chap. xi. As the Seventh Seal con- 
tained the Seven Trumpets, so the Seventh Trumpet contains 
the Seven Vials, ‘ia which is filled up the wrath of God’ Ii 
Gro. Barnes will read the description of the Seventh Trumpet, 
and compare it with the Seventh Vial he will perceive an iden- 
uty, which plainly indicates, that the Seventh Vial is the 
judgement by which ‘the kingdoms ot the world become the 
kingdoms of our Lord,’ and by which He ‘destroys those wh» 
destroy the earth’ or in plair. English, oppress mankind. Chap- 
ters xil and xiii, relate to other antecedent matters. The xiv 
predicts the introduction of a new Dispensation, coeval with 
the Fall of Babylon. Also the appearance of the Son of Mau 
to tread the wine-press of indignation as detailed moreat large 
in Chapter xix.—Chapter xv, is preparatory to the pouring out 
of the Vials. 

The chronology seems to be some where hereabouts. The 
Earthquake, A. D. 1789-90; Ist Vial A. D. 1793; 2nd, A. D. 
1794; 3rd, A. D. 1796; 4th, A. D. 1805; 5th A. D. 1809; 6th, A. 
D. 1820; 7th, A. D. 1830.—We do not offer these as exact; but 


as about the beginning of each. By way of conclusion we will just offer 
an outline of the effect of the 6th on the Turkish Empire. Greece becomes 
an independent Monarchy after a war of massacres for six years. Molda- 
via and Walachia erected into an independent principality. Turkish Fleet 
of 61 out of 79 sail destroyed in time of peace at Navarino. Russia makes 
warupon Turkey and advances after a career of victory within seven miles 
of Constantinople. Egypt separated from the empire, also Syria including 
Palestine; Circassia made over to the Russians, Mediterranean Africa 


seized upon by the French; and the Autocrat of Russia the real ruler of what 

ye remains to the Sultan of his almost expiring dominion. All these events 
ave transpired since 1821; judge therefore, of yourself Bro. Barnes, if ‘the 

Great River Euphrates is not fast drying up." Ep. or sum Apvocars. 


